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Fischer, Louis The Life and Death 
Harper. Aug. 25, 1952. 272p. $3.50. 

difficult understand Russia Communism 
without appreciation Stalin. Comparatively little 
about him even inside Russia. deliberate 
attempt has been made suppress his private life 
that remains public hero this popular 
biography Louis Fischer tells about his birth Gori, 
his parents, his schooling, his plunge into revolutionary 
activities, his three marriages and his children, and 
gives many intimate details his youth can 
gleaned from available resources. For example, 
took six years pass the four year course the local 
religious training school. And when went study 
for the priesthood the Greek Orthodox Seminary 
Tiflis, was expelled for reading subversive literature. 


From that moment his life the history revolution 
modern Russia. the Bolshevik uprising Novem- 
ber 1917, played only minor role but gradually 
worked his way become General Secretary the 
Communist Party. When Lenin died 1924 there 
was bitter struggle between Trotsky and Stalin for 
control the Party. his slow, calculating, cunning 
moves Stalin, step step, undermined the brilliant 
Trotsky and forced him into exile 1928. those 
days Stalin’s control the Communist Party was not 
strong enough purge Trotsky outright. 


But the years went on, consolidated his position 
and whittled down the power his old Bolshevik rivals 
like Kamenev and Zinoviev until the famous purge 
1936, 1937 and 1938 was able eliminate all 
his opponents. These purges have always remained 
puzzle most Americans and Fischer gives rather 
convincing explanation for the phenomenon the 
confessions. 

According this book Stalin admired Hitler the 
perfect dictator and was not unwilling sign the 
Hitler-Stalin Pact 1939. After the purges Russia 
was not condition fight Germany and Stalin was 
sure that Hitler would never wage war two fronts. 
Even after diplomatic warnings that the Nazis were 
Preparing offensive against Russia, Stalin refused 
believe could happen. There sketchy account 
the war and Stalin’s activities during wartime. 
Never once went the front but neither did leave 
the Kremlin when the panzer divisions were only twen- 
miles away. 


The wartime conferences Teheran and Yalta are 
and the light subsequent history the 
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mistakes Roosevelt and Churchill are revealed. 
Roosevelt’s charm and personality failed penetrate 
Stalin’s stolid reserve; and, though some compromises 
were reached, they were later negated communist 
duplicity. Surprisingly little said about the Potsdam 
Conference—perhaps Fischer unwilling criticize 
Truman’s policies. 

Stalin’s post-war strategy was based upon two assump- 
tions: first, there would depression the capital- 
istic countries which would wreck their economies; 
secondly, the Americans would withdraw their troops 
and influence from Europe and the void Germany, 
Italy and France would fail victims internal, com- 
munistic revolutions. 

This has not happened and the meanwhile Russia 
has been rebuilding her armaments and heavy industry 
preparation for the ultimate showdown between 
communism and capitalism. long Stalin alive, 
Russia herself will never take the offensive but will 
rather foment revolutions backward countries 
harass the democracies and break down their econ- 
omies. During the post-war years the Russian people 
have been suffering from lack food and consumer 
goods. 

There little chance Stalin ever being assassinated. 
But will die some day natural causes and then 
will come the struggle for succession. Because Russia 
strictly police state, Lavrenti Beria, head the 
NKVD, Stalin’s most probable successor. But he, 
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like Stalin, Georgian and may not dare as- 
sume the mantle another Georgian dictator. Next 
line Georgi Malenkov, who may well form 
duumvirate with Beria. The well-known Molotov, who 
older than these two and associate Stalin’s 
his Bolshevik days, may become the Prime Minister 
and nominal head Soviet Russia; but does, 
will Beria and Malenkov who wield Stalin’s power. 
After Stalin’s death the mortal struggle between the 
democracies and communism will continue. the 
democracies can keep world peace for thirty years, com- 
munism will collapse Russia from the internal pres- 
sures generating from peasant opposition and friction 
between national minorities. the democracies fail, 
Stalin will take his place with the world’s greatest 
heroes. 

This book makes pretense scholarship pro- 
found analysis but sheds clarifying light upon Stalin 
and the policies pursues. Often these policies ap- 
pear contradictory but viewed the long per- 
spective, opportunistic they may and based 
moral ethical code, they always advance Russian 
communism which the supreme good for Stalin. 
vocation the author journalist and his short, jerky 
sentences often weary the reader. more varied and 
pleasant style would have enhanced this book con- 


siderably. Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 


Guareschi, Giovanni Don Camillo and His Flock 
Pellegrini Cudahy. Aug. 22, 1952. 250p. $3.00. 


Translator Frances Frenaye and publishers Pellegrini 
Cudahy deserve our thanks for conspiring import 
another happy book about the burly pastor and the 
surly mayor little world somewhere along the 
Valley the Po. They introduced us, just two years 
ago, Don Camillo and his antagonist, Peppone, 
town. Everyone who met them then will glad 
know that they are back again; and churlish indeed 
she who can resist them. 

Echoes angelic laughter are rare today’s books. 
Everyone sobersided and sententious about politics 
and parties and the other ponderous problems that 
worry the wretched that relief and refreshment 
find someone whose faith and charity find hope for all 
God’s children and reminds that may forget- 
ting some fundamental facts. There should some 
special award available for conferring translator 
and publishers, and, naturally, the author who 
primarily and ultimately responsible for this joy. 

have feeling that cartoonist-author-editor Guareschi 
more than little akin—nationally, culturally, spir- 
itually—to the grand good man who was Giovanni 
Bosco. confident the Psalmist that God has 
made man little less than the angels”; that the 
original creation was and remains fundamentally sound, 
accidentally—man’s fault; not God’s—eccentric; that 
the basic struggle men’s souls ever the constant 
conflict between the centrifugal and centripetal forces 
within them; that these strange and surprising com- 
pounds earthy and divine are, though errant, cher- 
ished sons one fond Father. 


Don Camillo and his fellow-villager Peppone are 
either side polemic fence that has been erected 
much misplaced fellow-feeling ignorance and 
arrogance; and the fence kept patched and posted 
obstinacy and obtuseness. Yet even Peppone 
pects that fighting from the less defensible, 
agreeable ground; too, lacks the counsel and advice 
that keeps Don Camillo from becoming silly and 
sullen might be; and that is, really, the reason 
that Don Camillo consistently comes off the better 
duel. Peppone won’t admit anything except what 
comes from Party headquarters. Camillo 
enough accept commands from higher headquarters 
than any earth. 

expose, parable, the purblind perversity 
munism major service humanity. And that 
exactly what Guareschi doing, successfully, without 
bitterness biliousness, without satire 
ousness. accepts true that everyone not 
either fair fellow foul fiend. And says, obliquely 
but unflinchingly, that man without God gets himself 
only into one mess after another. You might sum 
all the parables illustrations the truth: Reason 
without Revelation ruin. 

There are thirty-six short episodes, none longer than 
six pages, yet each its way complete and charming. 
They make this addition The Little World Don 
Camillo thoroughly happy book, sometimes hilarious, 


always hearty. welcome and worth the price. 


You will read and re-read it. two words, 
good book and need grateful. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Collins, James The Existentialists 
Regnery. Aug. 31, 1952. 268p. $4.50. 
Reinhardt, Kurt The Existentialist Revolt 


Bruce. 1952. 254p. $3.50. 


Here strange phenomenon. Two independent 
thors publish two independent books, the one from St. 
Louis, Missouri, and the other from Stanford 
sity, California, both dealing with exactly the same 
ject matter, both finished within month each other. 


James Collins begins with the existential backgrounds 
found Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Husserl, then works 
his way through Sartre’s postulatory atheism, Jasper’s 
quest transcendence, Marcel’s concrete philosophy 
participation, Heidegger’s recall man being, and 
concludes with the five principal existential themes. 
Kurt Reinhardt, the other hand, begins with the 
crisis and the problem human existence, analyzes 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 


The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk 
The Silver Chalice Costain Aug. 
The Gown Glory Turnbull Mar. 


Cousin Rachel (IIb) 
Monsarrat Aug. 


Cruel Sea (IIb) 


Hidden Flower (Ila) Buck June 
The Alexandrians Mills June 
The Goiden Hand Simon June 
The Houses Between (Ila) Spring May 
Matador Conrad June 
Witness Chambers June 
Sea Around (I) Carson Sept. 
the Far Pacific Dewey July 
Adlai Stevenson Illinois: 


Kierkegaard’s Either/Or problem which leads him 
Nietzsche’s dilemma and choice man-God over God- 
man. treats Heidegger and 
together the call truth and being, while 
Jaspers and receive individual chapters 
the headings “The Ape Lucifer”, “Shipwreck 
Homecoming”, and “From Refusal re- 
spectively. 

Anyone all familiar with the Existen- 
tialism will find difficulty recognizing these rather 
standardized headings. Yet, make the phenomenon 
all the more phenomenal, both authors approach their 
subject from positive point view, that say, 
they both seek the truths that Existentialism has 
teach. Partial truths they may be, but nevertheless 
stimuli the dynamics any philosophy that would 
seek the living Truth. The authors point 
noting what can rightfully toward 
understanding conteraporary man and both cases 
the Dantean phrase studio grande 
may equally applied the results their work. 
fact, one may permitied out philo- 
sophical limb making perilous generalization, 
may said that both these books have, each its own 
way, said the last word Existentialism this 
moment. While neither author treats his topic 
ing national boundaries, both have, nevertheless, 
managed synthesize the French opinion found 
Regis Jolivet, Emmanuel Mounier, Jean Wahl 
Roger Troisfontaines; the German opinion Theodo 

Steinbiichel, Bollnow and Johannes Hessen; 
Italian Norberto Bobbio, Cornelio Fabro, 
Guido Ruggieri and Luigi Pareyson; the English opin- 
ion Copleston and the American opinion Barret, 
Grene, and Harper. The Existentialism St. Augus- 
tine, St. Thomas, Pascal, Unamuno, Ortega Gasset, 
Albert Camus and Dostoievsky comes for only pass- 
ing mention. Yet, within the limits prescribed the 
authors for themselves, the guiding the basic 
foundations are all here. These two books are the 
latest and most definitive statement that has yet ap- 
existential thinking. 

Despite the fact that The Existentialists and The Exis- 
tential Revolt are both moulded the same clay, they 
not employ identical method make 
cal approach. James Collins gives his handling the 
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existential problem heavily metaphysical emphasis 
while Kurt Reinhardt looks rather the Christian 
implications underlying metaphysic. 
Collins’ chapters therefore show best when 
Husserl’s “Radical Realism”, Heideg- 
ger’s “Destruction the History Ontology”. Where- 
Reinhardt hits the problem presented each 
pecific thinker. treats existence itself the intro- 
ductory problem and then moves the famous 
Kierkegaardian (one his best efforts to- 
gether with that Jasper’s “Shipwreck Homecom- 
Nietzsche’s “Man-God Ged-Man?” and Hus- 
serl’s and ‘The Cail Truth and 
What Collins calls the Sartrian “Will Atheism” 
Reinhardt reduces “The Ape Where 
discusses Marcel’s elemental “Mystery and 
Problem” and “Being and Having”, Reinhardt appeals 
the phrase Marcel “From Refusal 
final chapters both books, Collins’ “Five Exis- 
tential Themes”, the venture philosophizing, de- 
metaphysics, man the world, man and fel- 


man, man and God, and Reinh “The Thema- 
tic Structure i.e., subjective truth, 
estrangement, existence existential 


anguish and noth ingness, existence and “the 

situation and “limit situation”, temporality 
toricity, existence and death, existence and God—these 
chapters beth books form magnificent summary 
and conclusion all that has preceded them. 


may stated that Reinhardt makes more use the 
literary aspects Existentialism his citations from 
Kafka, Unemuno, Camus and Rainer Maria Rilke, 
while Collins stands hard the strict metaphysical 
critique invelved. the same token, Collins’ work 
will appeal (and rightly) the philosopher alone, 
while Reinhardt’s will have something offer both 
the philosopher and the litterateur. Collin’s book pos- 
sesses More unity, more biting intellectual 
clarity. more whole than Reinhardt’s book, 
which, turn, offers more extraneous background mat- 
ter the thinkers’ lives, studies and sufferings. To- 
ther, books give complete picture Existen- 
Arart, Collins’ The Existentialists far su- 
thinking, while Rein- 
hardt’s The Existentialist Revolt can recommended 
for its more concrete and varicolored picture age. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Frank The Frank O’Connor 
Knopf. Aug. 18, 1952. 367p. $4.00. 

Frank Dublin short story writer 
unusual volume marks his fourth output 
The book comprises twenty-seven Mr. 
his preface tells that 
gather his “best” stories for this 
appeared before— 


ce 


for shee 


stories. 
had been asked 

printing. Most the stories have 
some are new. 

short story stylist few would could find fault 
with the Irish Conceivably man could write 
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and re-write ten, twenty and occasion fifty times— 
but such literary travail begets progeny unto perfection. 
There unaffected beauty, transparent lucidity, 
flow and ease O’Connor’s prose that stamps him 
the master. read O’Connor easy the pro- 
verbial rolling off log. There pleasure akin the 
tasting rare old wines reading him. satisfies 
exceedingly the palate the literary gourmet. Open 


almost any page and read and taste and thrilled. 


Each short story bit expert craftsmanship. Noth- 
ing left chance—nothing overstated—nothing un- 
derstated. Story after story satisfies—gives one sense 
completion. All this repeatedly this volume 
O’Connor had merely opened the tap and all poured 
out filling each cup the brim—(and Frank ought 
appreciate this mild suggestion figure speech). 


But for all his expertness with words and mastery 
plan and design—his work disappointment. Keep 
mind course that six seven the twenty-seven 
stories this volume are harmless fly 
sleeping baby’s nose. But critiques have been written 
the previously published works the man from 
Dublin and much “intellectuality” has gone into these 
criticisms: spiritual and moral evaluations and much 
guessing the writer’s meaning and purposes. But 
now the cat out! O’Connor tells the blurb 
the jacket this volume that prefers the 
tual” the “intellectual” his writing. This 
confession and revelation. Instinct something man 
has common with the animal—but instinct not 
man’s prime boast glory. Intellect is. remem- 
bered too that man not safe correct his 
instincts the animal. all-wise Creator has 
made thus because man has given more. 
O’Connor writes sadly, sweetly, poignantly, patheti- 
cally, ironically, wittily—but always his eyes are down. 
Always. seems never star-gaze. For better than 
the most part portrays the “wee people” and that 
their and weakness—their falling 
themes drunkenness semi-drunkenness—of beds 
made for more than sleeping—of prying eyes under 
female skirts—of priests who are ordinary and even 
occasion once removed. has place the 
and utterly ignorant moral truth. 


Yeats reputed have said that “O’Connor doing 
for Ireland what Chekhov did for Russia”. God help 
poor old Ireland the hands this writer. O’Connor 
wasting God-given talent that could raise men 
limitless heights. But “instinctual” writer must 
always dangerous writer. True Irishmen must 
ashamed O’Connor. The back-houses any nation 
are not objects beauty. O’Connor definitely 
un-Catholic writer and therefore more dangerous than 
non-Catholic writer. His stories for the most 
despite much profanity, blasphemy and repeated vul- 
garity—are sprinkled generously with holy water—but 
not one genuinely baptized! subtle his de- 
struction. Maybe not subtl—maybe O’Connor 
boy who raised himself but just couldn’t get high 


enough. 
Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Best 


Wisdom, Madness and Folly 
Pellegrini Cudahy. Aug. 22, 


Custance, John 
1952. 254p. $3.75. 
Although this volume intended autobiography, 
generally exhibits itself sounding board for some 
peculiar ideas life, love, sex and religion, which have 
their genesis the writings Sigmund Freud and 
Jung. The latter, incidentally, has written the 
preface for the book. 


John Custance pseudonym) highly educated 
man many parts—Royal Navy, international banking, 
social service, education and journalism. During the 
past twenty years has been and out insane 
asylums innumerable occasions. His 
ments have been alternate spells depression and 
optimism. fact, these journeys the land mental 
aberration have been the causes which prompted the 
author set down the recollecticns and opinions which 
are collected together this unusual volume. 


The essential theme which infuses each chapter the 
statement that two gigantic forces life, called the 
“Positive” and the are found every 
area human thinking and conduct. not too 
clear just what Mr. Custance means these terms, 
but does seem possible that the author reviving the 
old heresy the Manichaeans, who hold that Good 
Force and Evil Force struggle continuously for the 
control men’s souls. 


Custance alternates his expression opinion based 
this theme with autobiographical instances which ex- 
plains how reached such conclusions. the risk 
sounding uncharitable, might well point out 
that the author did his “clearest thinking” within the 
confines mental sanitarium. This fact may demon- 
strate the real cause some the idiotic expressions 
opinion which appear this book. 


moral grounds (or example, explaining away guilt 
emotional argument), and the in- 
volved thinking processes, this book unsuitable for 
the average reader. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Meeker, Arthur The Silver 
Knopf. Aug. 18, 1952. 249p. $3.00. 


This one begins kind Great Expectations 
17th century French setting. Just Pip Dickens’ 
novel plucked from obscurity and lifted new 
level life, the hero The Silver Plume exalted. 
Charles, fatherless schoolboy and linen draper’s 
apprentice Leyden, who summoned one day into 
his master’s formal parlor and there informed 
elegantly clad French nobleman that not 
“Charles” all but actually the heir the great 
House Rohan, one the most powerful families 
France: “Tancrede, Duc and Vicomte Rohan, 
Prince Leon, Scotland, and Navarre, Comte 
Rennes and Porhouet, Baron Lanvaux, Peer 


With this announcement, young Charles swept willy- 
nilly into the mainstream aristocratic French society. 
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learns that his right the title—or titles!—is being 
contested his sister, who has obtained royal letters 
patent favor her husband. The story concerns 
itself with the boy’s struggle make good his claim 
against the complex intrigues his sister’s clique and 
with his eventual death battle while fighting with 
the nobles the Fronde. never does establish his 
claim. 


the story seems pretty Mr. Meeker would 
probably reply that only pointless life itself, 
since the events actually occurred. What has done 
has been make fictional reconstruction factual 
situation. seems have done some real research, 
and appends elaborate note his sources. 


far, good. are grateful for historical accuracy 
historical novel. would still more grateful 
the story were told with any real measure vitality 
skill. But, alas, the characters seem stand about 
the stage, their plumed hats hand, their swords 
knocking against their knees, uncomfortable high- 
school boys costume play. Their dialogue 
form speech never known outside the school audi- 
declamation days. And their adventures, 
oddly enough, which should seem exciting—after all, 
this the court Louis far from being so; 
narration does not appear Mr. Meeker’s long suit. 


Mr. Meeker plainly enjoys hobnobbing with the great 
personages his chosen period and takes 
veritable Cook’s tour Paris society. Dukes and 
duchesses, counts and countesses are numerous that 
grow blasé and soon feel the urge elbow them 
aside. put the book aside. For the present re- 
viewer this last possibility presented almost uncon- 
trollable temptation throughout. 


Herzer, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Steele, Wilbur Daniel 

Doubleday. Aug. 1952. 311p. $3.50. 
Meet Hube Spooner, the stubbornest, silentest, shrewd- 
est speculator the Western Slope Colorado. 
When was twelve he’d promised his mother that, 
one day, he’d really Somebody. And start with 
that meant chopping stovewood, tending hens, milking 
cows and running assorted errands that could 
spend four years learning conquer the world 
along with the brightest, richest girl his class. 


That was Caleb Holm’s daughter, Kentucky, peren- 
nially Centennial State’s prettiest co-ed. Loyal, 
vivacious Tucky was the first see beyond Hube the 
grim plodder, Hube the all-but-anti-social college senior 
the man beneath. And was her lot wait 
patiently, then and later years, for him finally 
get around saying what was his mind after their 
return Argentite the century rounded corner. 


For Argentite, Colorado, population 2,500 1913, was 
“Their slow-gaited, dust-gathering, satisfied- 
to-die-on-its-feet town until Hube Spooner poked 
inquisitive finger into its inactivity and wound re- 
the Disappointment its earlier optimistic 
Appointment Creek. 


Their Town 


Steele Vonnegut 117 


began with Hube the prune business—in time 
known the Appointment Valley Fruit Company, 
originators the famous Beloit Blue River. Again, 
was Hube the leather business; Hube exploiting the 
real estate market; Hube persuading the railroad 
line stop Argentite. See that good coal smoke? 


Hube’s! 


fact, the most the town was his, Hube’s— 
“the unsung the muzzled who treadeth 
out the golden grain seed more golden grain feed 
more toolmakers make more and more tools make 
more and more and more the place 
had grown fast there weren’t many left who remem- 
bered that. Yes, was lucky day for Argentite when 
Hube Spooner determined come back and Show 


Them 


Wilbur Daniel Stecle recounts Hube’s incredible legend 
with the droll saltiness, the satire and the spontaneous 
punning Henry. Oh, there are pages when 
you wish heaven he’d hurry and get with it, but 
then self-made Hube deliberate sort, and the reflec- 
tive pace the story teller well suited its main 
character. 


doubt it, Their Town top drawer reading for 
the whole family. 
Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, Iowa 


Vonnegut, Kurt Player Piano 
Scribner’s. Aug. 18, 1952. 295p. $3.00. 

During wars men out fight and the technological 
engineers and managers industry are forced pro- 
duce more with fewer workers. But America has done 
this one war with the aid automatic machines 
which are rapidly assuming expanding place 
American EINAC and BINAC have been 
solving large scale computational problems for several 
years. other words machines muscle work, 
eliminating the laborer; automatic machines carry 
routine processes, eliminating the operator; computa- 
tional machines elementary brainwork within arbi- 
trary limits, thus reducing the need for planning and 
management; put briefly—in technological ma- 
chine age material work could performed with 
minimum personal effort. About this theme and 
the consequent stultifying effects such culture upon 
humanity, Kurt Vonnegut has written what amounts 
psycho-social fantasy novel form. 


his world the future personnel machines and 
classification tests determine the status the individual. 
Should qualify might sent school and be- 
come engineer manager (all Ph.D’s and the elite 
the system including the government) sent 
the Army the Reconstruction and Reclamation 
Corps (the Reeks and Wrecks); only those men who 
could job better than machine were exempt. 
The whole story built about Dr. Paul Proteus, man- 
ager the Ilium works and line for promotion 
Pittsburgh the plus ultra manager’s career, who 
sees that the system destroying individual initiative 
and leaving world with nothing worth striving after. 
Still youthful but near the pinnacle his career, Paul 
can see future for system which makes de- 


118 Sheehan Ambler Robinson 


mands upon people save for adherence automati- 
cally controlled status quo. does not know, how- 
ever, what steps take about the matter and drifts 
along half-heartedly although his rebel fellow-manager, 
Finnerty, does prod him into some rebellious ex- 
pressions. 


The climax comes when Paul must attend the annual 
managers’ jamboree which will trial for the 
Pittsburgh position. His superiors have meanwhile 
selected him spy who will attempt gather de- 
tailed information the Ghost Shirt society, nucleus 
the resistance movement. Ostensibly Paul leaves 
this mission but resolved heart join the rebellion. 
Drugged and questioned Ghost Shirt leaders, Paul 
used the figure-head rebellion which the 
machines are destroyed Ilium but which confined 
that area. Still unsatisfied goes meet his captors 
with appreciation the significance his actions. 
The rebellion has been only “for the record” since even 
the oppressed who destroyed the machines immediately 
began rebuild them. 


Orwellian its description culture and human 
unrest and discontentment under system which sub- 
ordinates the individual, Player Piano may accepted 
satire presentday system which, least, con- 
tains the seeds the culture therein described. 
greatest fault that, like Huxley, Orwell and others 
who have developed similar themes, leaves the reader 
with possible hint that there might spiritual and 
psychic values which could obviate, man choses, the 
development such culture. general, fantasy 
satire the book suitable for adult readers. 


Sheehan, Donald editor 

This America Country 
Veterans’ Historical Book Service, Inc. Jan. 10, 1952. 
volumes. 1004p. $9.90. 
Telling the story the United States has become 
that now aided the use photographic and 
pictorial materials. The use documentary sources 
presently also the rage multiple attempts let every 
man his own historian. These two com- 
bine the two approaches, the graphic and the docu- 
mentary. With some few but very noticeable excep- 
tions these books are made selections from sources 
rather than continuous text. Donald Sheehan 
the Department History Columbia University, 
who has previously edited handy two volume com- 
pilation selections the best writings American 
history, credited with the editing although the fore- 
word signed “The Editors”. They are obviously 
men with mission. They conceive Americans 
having “the bloodline the courageous and the free” 
and having produced economy that becomes the 
open envy the world”. Their objective seems 
put this American story particularly before the na- 
tion’s children. 
The two volumes—the division 1865—are sub- 


divided into four sections, each which introduced 
several pages text. each are bits from 


SELLERs 


memoirs, speeches, hymns, etc.—all illustrating with 
real flavor the American past. There is. illustration 
for least every two pages and sixteen color plates 
each volume. 


The editing one that completely and cor- 
rects the texts. None the documents given with 
complete data its origin. Each preceded 
introductory paragraph but has otherwise explana- 
tory notes. The editorial text the college high 
school level with Anglo-Saxon slant and offers 
occasional new item history such the Pilgrims 
introduction toleration! Completely out place 
the published sources account the first Ameri- 
can synagogue, written 1950, and one concerning 
Bishop John Carroll’s problems, penned 
thermore, the insertion several samples American 
fill out columns unforgiveable. 


This set value brings sources American his- 
tory those who would remain otherwise 
ened. Yet illustrated work, view especially 
similar ones recent not outstanding. The 
printing clear but the paper used, the setup the 
text and the pictures undistinguished. Children will 
doubtlessly not harmed having these volumes— 
others higher standards prove too expensive—in 
the school library and they wil! help give young 
students picture American history. 


Henry Browne, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


REPRINTS 


Ambler, Eric Judgment Deltchev 
Pocket Books, 1952. (No. 887) 215p. 
published: Mar., 1951.) 

The Best Sellers review this superior adventure 
story, April 1951, 3), compares Mr. Ambler favor- 
ably with Phillips Oppenheim and adds, “What 
particularly commendable, (in this novel), that Mr. 
Ambler’s book can recommended for reading even 
Junior Junior clean, brisk adventuring; 
and adults will more breathless, because they will 
better able interpret the political menace the 


the cover statement this reprint, brutal suspense- 
thriller about revolution behind the Iron Curtain”. 


Robinson, Henry Morton The Cardinal 
Pocket Books, 1952. (C-71) 659p. $0.50. (First pub- 
lished: March 27, 1950.) 

Second reading confirms the estimate this popular 
best-seller given Best Sellers April first 
half excellent its character portrayal Stephen 
Fermoyle. The second half becomes chronicle 
modern history, with Stephen projected into the middle 
the stage. becomes something ‘our hero’ 
character, and his career with its major and migor suc- 
cesses (and everything success) would have pleased 
not little the sentimental tastes Horatio Alger”. 
Nevertheless, worthy novel and worth reprinting 
half-dollar edition. 
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